ODP ALIVE AND KICKING IN REGION I

4 Age Groups See Great Success in International Tournaments:

Each year Region I Boy’s ODP sends its team to various International Tournaments. This is the highlight for the program and the elite players who are selected for these trips.  This year the Under 13s,14s,15s,and 16s traveled to Italy, Spain, Italy and Costa Rica respectively all 4 teams finished in SECOND PLACE in the tournaments that included some of the top names in world soccer.  Following is a recap of each trip.


U-13s Coached by Lew Atkinson, Jose Luis Rebay and Peter Dicce

The Region I 1997 Boy’s were the first American team to be invited to the 18th Toreno Internazionale: Piccole Grandi Squadre (Biggest Little Teams) and progressed to the final against Inter Milan while earning the Golden Boot. The 32-team tournament featured international teams from Serba, France, Budapest, Swizertland, and Russia as well as Region I. 

Region I progressed out of group with two wins and a tie before beating Borgorosso Arenzano (Italy) in the quarter-final on penalties. In the penalty shoot out Region I scored four consecutive penalties as Nick Giordano (Eastern NY) saved two of Arenzano’s.  Region I won the semi-final 3-0 over MTK Hungura (Budapest) on the strength of a Jeremy Ebobisse (Maryland)) hat trick to progress to the final against Inter. The final was played in front of a crowd of 1000. Region I scored first through a penalty by Ebobisse, but Inter quickly scored off a corner. The game remained level until with less than two minutes remaining in the second overtime Inter scored the game winner. At the award ceremony Jeremy Ebobisse was awarded the Golden Boot having scored 11 goals in the tournament.


U-14s Coached by Ralph Pascarella and Darren Warham

The U-14s were invited to the 16 team A.S.Artix Football Tournament in Spain.  After losing in the first group game Region I fought back to win the group and move to the Quarter finals where they shut out Aviron Bayonnais from France setting up a semi-final with CFF Paris.  Region I earned their 4th straight victory 2-1 to set up the final of this prestigious tournament vs Real Zaragoza of Spain.  A 5th win in a row was not in the books as the tight contest ended in a 2-1 defeat. Despite this the Americans impressed and had Junior Flores (VA) named as MVP of the tournament.

Opening Round
Region I  0 -  Real Zaragoza (Spain) 1
ST Sportive Artix (France)  0 - Region I  3
Region I  4 -  Mont de Marson (France) 0

Quarterfinals
Region I  2 -  Aviron Bayonnais (France)  0

Semifinals
Region I  2 - CFF Paris  1

Finals
Region I  0 -  Real Zaragoza  1

Junior Flores of Virginia was named Player of the Tournament/MVP, a tremendous honor.  

U-15s Coached by  Pat Laughlin, Jim Felix and Brian Tompkins

International Festival Costa Rica
The Boys region1 1995 team took part in the USYSA International Festival in Costa Rica. All four Regions played in the tournament along with the youth teams of top professional Costa Rican clubs Saprissa, Alajuela, Heredia, and Brujas. Each game was played in the first team’s stadium of these four clubs. In the first game Region I was drawn against Saprissa. The opportunity to play on the same field at Saprissa that the US National team had played on in World Cup qualifying was a great thrill. Region I was able to overcome some early nerves to put in a quality performance and defeat Saprissa 1-0. The Saprissa defense did not have an answer for left wing Mike Sauers (MD) and Mark Romanowski (Eastern-NY) put in a commanding performance at center back to lead the team. In the second game Region I experienced the only loss – this to Liga de Alajuela 3-1. They proved to be the most difficult team in the tournament.  Liga ended up as tournament champions and only conceded a great goal by Ryan Villella (PA-West) the entire tournament. 

After a rest day Region I played Heredeia and prevailed 3-1. Although down 1-0 at the half the Americans came back very strong in the second half. Team captain, Pete Pearson (VA), was outstanding in the second half scoring one and setting up two for Joel Teston (VA). The team showed great desire by scoring all three goals in the last ten minutes. A tired group of players showed up for both Region 1 and Brujas in the final game. Brujas was a talented team and scored a great goal but Region I dominated proceedings with a 4-1 triumph. Sheldon Sullivan (VA) and Andrew Tinari (Eastern-NY) put in quality performances as the outside backs in a 4-3-3 against Brujas. 

This result saw Region I finish as runners up in the tournament and top USYSA Regional team. Pete Pearson was selected MVP for Region I in the tournament.



U-16s Coached by George O’Neil and Todd West

The 94 Boy's were invited to the 20th Trofeo Scopigno Tournament in Rieti Italy.
There were 9 teams: 7 Italian clubs, C.S.K.A. Moscow and U S Region1
The 1st. game was a 4-0 win against LA' Aquila on National T.V. with Darius Madison scoring all 4 goals.
Then a loss against Lazio 4-2. Darius Madison (EPA) and Chris Thorsheim (NJ)  scored the goals. Region I made it to the finals, as the best second-placed team of three groups. .

The semi final was a rematch against Lazio however this time Region I was victorious  by a 3-2 margin - Josh Mercer (DE) , Tyler Graziani (EPA), Darius Madison scored our goals. 

The final, also on national television, was against Italian power Roma. Roma scored in the 25th. minute.  Nate Dearth (PAW) scored for Region I in the 44th minute. Roma scored in the 58th. minute.  Region I  went all out on  attack to equalize, and  were caught on a counter attack in the 69th. Minute thus losing 3-1

GK Jason Scollaro (ENYS),., received the Golden Glove award, 
Darius Madison, earned  the Golden Boot award.



Region I will be sending the U-17 team to a major tournament in Zagreb , Croatia in June which will be coached by Gordon Miller and Keith Tabatznik.
.
Region 1 Boys ODP Head Coach is Jay Hoffman.

Upcoming Events:

May 29-June 7 – Region I U-17 International Trip to Croatia Zagreb Tournament
June  10-12 – Region I ODP Tournament – New Jersey
[bookmark: _GoBack]June  25-26 – Region I ODP Tournament Semis and Finals – Kirkwood, DE
