
Referee Development Quarterly Newsletter

Welcome to the next edition of the U.S. Soccer Referee Department Quarterly
Newsletter. We hope everyone had a safe and happy New Year!

To catch up on what has been going on in the Referee Community these past
few months, see below for stories and headlines.

If someone you know is interested in becoming a referee for the first time, click
HERE to find out more!

U.S. Soccer and Referee Community Storylines

Recent Awards and Highlights

In November 2020, Ismail Elfath was named MLS Referee of the Year,
and Kathryn Nesbitt was named MLS Assistant Referee of the Year,
becoming the first woman to earn the year end recognition.

On December 2, French referee Stephanie Frappart became the first
female to referee a UEFA Champions League Match, Juventus vs.
Dynamo Kiev. It was her latest big match moment after refereeing the
2019 Women’s World Cup Final and the 2019 UEFA Super Cup final.

In December 2020, Elton Garcia was named the USL Referee of the Year
and Diego Blas was named USL Assistant Referee of the Year.
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This month, U.S. Soccer will be continuing its SheBelieves Movement.
The SheBelieves Summit took place on February 11-12, with the
SheBelieves Cup taking place February 18-24. Register for the
SheBelieves Newsletter for key highlights.

Celebrating Black History Month

As part of Black History Month, our department would like to celebrate and
recognize all African-American referees in our community.

Desmond Armstrong was the first U.S. born African-American to
represent the Unites States at the FIFA World Cup. To learn more about
his story and how he helped pave the way for future generations, click
HERE.
Emile Buse worked her way through the referee pathway to become the
first female National Official and was an AR in the NWSL.
Kenneth Austin was named as the first black National Referee in 1992.

For other highlights and stories from the U.S. Soccer community, as the
Federation celebrates Black History Month, see below:

U.S. Soccer Podcast with Midge Purce 
MNT Spotlight: Desmond Armstrong
WNT Spotlight: Kim Crabbe & Sandi Gordon
News & Notable: Crystal Dunn & Midge Purce on GMA’s Influential List

International Women’s Day

February 3rd was National Girls & Women in Sports Day and March 8, 2021 is
International Women’s Day. Our department would like to celebrate all female
referees in our community. In addition to a few of the accomplishments
mentioned above for female officials Katy Nesbitt and Stephanie Frappart,
many women have made their mark on the referee world over the years:

Kari Seitz, now FIFA’s Senior Manager of Refereeing, has worked as a
referee for nearly 30 years, covering 3 Olympics and four World Cups.
Kim Oberle was recently elected into the North Carolina Hall of Fame in
2020, after many years as a professional referee, even being appointed
to the FIFA Panel of Assistant Referees. She has continued her
dedication to the referee community as a part of the U.S. Soccer
Federation Referee Committee and as a National Referee Coach,
helping other referees grow through the program.
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Bibiana Steinhaus, the first female referee in the German men’s
Bundesliga and winner of multiple awards. She was also the first female
to referee a FIFA’s Women’s World Cup Final.
Sonia Denoncourt was the first woman to officiate in Olympic football and
part of the first Women’s World Cup opening match to have a female
officiant. She is another example of a careered referee who later joined
CONCACAF and FIFA to improve the game and referee development for
future generations.

These are only a few of the contributions referees have made in the world,
marking ‘firsts’ and earning awards and recognition. If you have a story and
want to share your experience(s) as a referee, please let us know. We would
love to hear from you and might even feature you in one of our upcoming
newsletters!

To get an inside look of what our department has been working on these past
few months, check out below!

U.S. Soccer Referee Department News

We are currently in the process of certifying our National Referees and
National Assistant Referees. At this level, officials must complete course work
along with passing a fitness test to receive their badge for the year.

We also want to highlight Safe Soccer Framework. If you are unfamiliar, the
Safe Soccer Framework is U.S. Soccer’s comprehensive set of policies and
practices applicable to all U.S. Soccer-controlled programs implicating the
safety of minor athletes.

A reminder for all Assignors: SafeSport’s Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention
Policies (MAAPP) states when contacting a minor, it is required for a second
adult to be copied on the communication, whether via text, email, or other. For
more on this policy, please see one of the resources below or review
your SafeSport training:

Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies (MAAPP) 
 Link to SafeSport Policies 

In the next section, you will see an important skill needed for all referees:
positioning and reading the game, specifically with advantage.
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Position and Reading - Advantage

Positioning and reading the game is essential for a referee to be successful on
the pitch. We all know it can sometimes be difficult having to make the quick
decision to either play the advantage or stop the game for a foul. Stay in
motion to avoid falling far behind if the advantage does materialize.  Click on
the below graphic for a refresher on the considerations for when advantage or
stopping the game is appropriate.

Also, be sure to download the IFAB App in the app store to access FIFA’s Laws
of the Game at any time.

Effective Advantage

Severity of the foul

Position on the field

Immediate, promising attack

Atmosphere of the game

When it comes to your registration, we want to make sure everything is taken
care of and up to date. Please see below for some important updates and
reminders.

Referee Registration

As we continue through our 2021 Registration year, which ends on June 30th,
2021, be sure to connect with your State Referee Committee (SRC) if you
have any questions regarding upcoming courses, certification or recertification.

If you have general questions regarding your license, check out our FAQ page.
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To ensure you always have the right gear on and off the pitch, see below a
message from our partner, OSI.

OSI

Be Field Ready!

Official Sports has what you need to be safe on the field.  See our specific
COVID-19 Gear section on our webstore for USSF masks, electronic whistles
& more! https://officialsports.com/accessories-gear/face-mask/

Grassroots Referees - We have what you need!

Our updated webstore has a special section for Grassroots referees.  Find
uniforms, bags, cards, flag, whistles & more.  Everything you need to be game
ready. https://officialsports.com/referee-uniforms/grassroots-referee/

Uniform Kits!

Own the first impression with Starter & Pro Kits!
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