Vermont Soccer Association

Player Exception Policy

Purpose

The Vermont Soccer Association (VSA) is committed to fostering an environment that prioritizes
the holistic development, safety, and well-being of all players. Recognizing that every player’s
developmental pathway is unique, VSA has established this Player Exception Policy to provide
a structured process by which players may be considered for exceptions outside of standard
registration rules.

This policy is designed to:
e Support individual player development.
e Ensure continuous playing opportunities for players who might otherwise be excluded.

e Promote decisions that are in the best interest of the player, the team, and the league.

e Provide an appropriate, competitive, and supportive environment for long-term growth.

Scope

This policy applies to all players, teams, and clubs operating under the jurisdiction of the
Vermont Soccer Association and participating in the Vermont Soccer League (VSL). It
specifically governs cases where a player is seeking to participate outside of the normal
eligibility structure.



Eligibility for Exception
1. Registration Window

o The standard registration window is August 1 through July 31 of each seasonal
year.

o Exceptions may be considered for players who fall outside this window and
request to participate in the immediate lower age group than they are otherwise
age-e¢ligible to play.

2. Case-by-Case Consideration

o All exception requests will be reviewed individually.

o Approval is not guaranteed and rests solely at the discretion of VSA.
3. Team Limits

o No team may roster more than three (3) exception players under this policy at
any time.

Application Process

1. Submission

o A written request must be submitted to VSA staff by the player’s parent/guardian,
coach, or club representative.

o Requests must be submitted prior to roster approval or at the earliest possible
point in the seasonal year.

2. Content of Request
The written request must include:
o Player’s full name, date of birth, and current club/team affiliation.
o A clear description of the circumstances necessitating the exception.

o An explanation of why participation in the immediate lower age group is
appropriate and/or necessary.



o A statement detailing how granting the exception is in the best interest of the

player, team, and league.
3. Supporting Documentation

o Requests may include letters of support from coaches, medical professionals, or

educational staff, where relevant.

o Additional information may be requested by VSA prior to a decision.

Review and Decision

e Authority: VSA retains sole authority to review, approve, deny, or revoke any player

exception.
e Evaluation Criteria may include, but are not limited to:

o Player’s developmental needs (technical, physical, emotional, or social).

o Safety and appropriateness of the playing environment.

o Impact on team dynamics, competitive balance, and league integrity.

o Alignment with the mission of promoting holistic player development.

e Notification: Written notice of the decision will be provided to the submitting party.

e Finality: All decisions made by VSA regarding player exceptions are final.

Conditions of Exception
e Exceptions are granted as a privilege, not a right.

e VSA reserves the right to:

Amend, suspend, or revoke an exception at any time if new information becomes

available, circumstances change, or if it is determined the exception is no longer
in the best interest of the player, team, or league.

o Apply additional conditions or restrictions as deemed necessary.



Policy Intent

This policy exists to ensure that every player in Vermont has access to a safe, supportive, and
developmentally appropriate soccer environment. The intent of the Player Exception Policy is
not to provide competitive advantage, but to safeguard opportunities for participation and to
advance the long-term development of soccer in Vermont.
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